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Can You Hear Us? -Island of Culture
Project Description

Inspired by Marconi’s first radio message from the Island, ‘Can You Hear Us?’is planned as a
transformative programme of activities designed to reframe the Isle of Wight to itself and the
world as a contemporary, progressive and ambitious set of distinct communities. A place in
which young people can flourish and which values and nurtures everyday creativity. Spanning
the 33 parishes and the nine towns of the IW, ‘Can You Hear Us?’ will culminate in a six-week
series of events in the autumn of 2026 that builds a more connected and resilient Island.

The proposal has grown out of the IW Cultural strategy, responds to the Island’s Biosphere
status and to the IW Growth and Prosperity strategy. We are committed to building a more
confident, resourceful, relevant cultural sector who are recognised as a key characteristic of
the Island and central to our future growth and prosperity. The programme has been led by
Creative Island who have established an advisory group to guide and shape the programme's
delivery including curatorial decisions.

The programme involves a wide range of delivery partners, including the Island-based NPOs
(Arts Council England’s National Portfolio Organisations) including:

Ventnor Exchange, who will be launching their big top tent in Sandown and Newport
Shademakers, mounting their large-scale processional work Ship of Hope in Ryde
Department will co-curate a young people’s programme with young people

A celebration of the Island’s voluntary arts led by Independent Arts

A micro grants programme for the amateur sector delivered by Creative Lives

New Carnival building on their strand of work celebrating the history of Isle of Wight folk
The Music Hub will be commissioning a new series of songs for the Island’s schools
Ayouth-led touring film festival in Island communities commissioned by Artswork
Quay Arts are investing in the development of a new piece of social history theatre
New public art commissions with National Landscapes

A commission of a theatre piece with the Island’s food producers

A cultural leaders programme in collaboration with Clore

Podcasting and spoken word with Vectis Radio

A literature strand led by StoneCrabs Theatre.

Based with and supported by Creative Island, ‘Can You Hear Us?’ will be delivered by a full-time
Project Producer, part-time Communications Manager and part-time Admin Support.

Creative Island is the Cultural Development Agency for the Isle of Wight, committed to ensuring
that everyone on the Island has the greatest chance to participate in, enjoy and shape the place
they live.



